
Sunday, November 13 
Hospitality Weekend in Bradley Centennial Hall. 
Enjoy refreshments after all Masses this weekend 
and see some of the parish’s historical artifacts 
associated with Fr. Hamel and the early parish.

Wednesday, November 16 
Novena to St. Joseph begins for continued 
blessings for the Catholic Community in Olean. 
He is patron saint of the diocese—these anniver- 
sary celebrations rejoice  in this shared heritage 
with the entire Olean Catholic Community.

November 13-19 
During this week the priests at St. Mary of the 
Angels will hold extra Confession hours for 
people to take advantage of the Extraordinary 
Jubilee Year of Mercy Indulgence. 

Friday and Saturday, November 18-19 
40-Hour Adoration - 8am Friday through 
midnight Saturday in Children of Fatima Chapel. 

Sunday, November 20 

Solemnity of Christ the King- Jubilee 
Year of Mercy Ends. Our Holy Door 
of Mercy will be officially closed by 
Very Rev. Gregory Dobson, VF at the 
11:30 am Mass. Fr. David Tourville will 
lead a Eucharistic procession after 
Mass.


Thursday, November 24 
140th Anniversary as a Parish in the Diocese of 
Buffalo — 9:00am Mass on Thanksgiving Day. 
Collection for the St. Vincent dePaul Society. 
Rev. Ryszard Biernat, Secretary to Bishop 
Richard Malone, is scheduled to concelebrate. 
Final day of Novena to St. Joseph.

Sunday, November 27 
First Sunday in Advent - Youth Mass at 6:30 pm

Wednesday, November 30 
Mass for Deceased Priest 7:00 am and 12:15 in 
for repose of the soul of Fr. Hamel on the 
occasion of his first Mass celebrated in Olean on 
this day in 1876 (which was Thanksgiving Day).

Schedule of Events 
Sunday, October 30 
Kick-Off of our 140th Anniversary in the Diocese 
of Buffalo. Descendants of Fr. Hamel’s family will 
visit our church this weekend; pay respects at 
their ancestor’s crypt; visit Oratory of the Sacred 
Heart in Portville which Fr. Hamel built in 1882 
and see his historic artifacts in our archives.

Opening Mass for the Anniversary 11:30am 

Fr. Hamel’s refurbished chalice will be used.

Annual Spaghetti Dinner and Raffle immediately 
following Mass in Bradley Hall benefitting the 
maintenance  of Oratory of the Sacred Heart.

Blessing of NEW Wall of Pastors in Bradley Hall

Release of the brand new chapter in history of 
our parish, A Worthy and Capable Clergyman, a 
biographical sketch of Very Rev. John J. Hamel 
recounting his life of ministry and mercy.

Monday, Oct. 31 - Vigil Mass for Solemnity of All 
Saints 4:00pm St. Mary of the Angels

Tuesday, November 1 -Holy Day of Obligation 
Solemnity of All Saints—Mass at St. Mary of the 
Angels 7:00am, 12:15pm and 5pm. We will 
display our relics of various saints for veneration. 
Wednesday, November 2 
All Souls Day — 7:00 am and 12:15pm Mass- We 
commemorate the souls of all the faithful 
departed and read the names of all who have 
died this past year who were remembered at our 
altar. In this Jubilee Year of Mercy, we highlight 
the Spiritual Work of Mercy to pray for the dead. 

Saturday, November 5 
First Saturday Mass 7:30am - in honor of the  
Immaculate Heart of Mary

Sunday, November 6 
Monthly Stand for Life at Lincoln Park 1-2pm.   

Tuesday, November 8—Election Day 
Special Mass for our Nation at 7:00am

Friday, November 11 
Veterans Day - Mass at 7:00am and 12:15pm 
honoring parishioners who served our country 
since the Civil War. 


Come join us  
as we celebrate
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events, please visit  smaOlean.org

140 Years in the 

and the Arrival of our first Pastor

October 30  through 
November 30, 2016

St. Mary of the Angels in 1876



It’s not a Celebration  
without YOU 
This anniversary celebration is for you and your 
family to enjoy the blessings of our many different 
events listed in this brochure. Our parish history 
helps us to see God’s providential hand in nurturing 
His flock here in this special corner of the Diocese.

On November 24, 1876, Bishop Stephen 
Vincent Ryan established St. Mary of the 
Angels as a parish in the Diocese of Buffalo. 
Rev. John J. Hamel, a 26-yr-old alumnus of 
St. Bonaventure’s College,  arrived on 
November 29 as first pastor of what the 
bishop called “the Church of Olean” and 
remained here until his death in 1912. 

.

.


Join us in our month-long celebrations  
of remembrance and thanksgiving to God. 

October 30 - November 30, 2016

Fr. Hamel was not only a 
pastor, but a fine shep-
herd who cared for and 
nurtured this flock for 36 
years with heroic witness 
to the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. This month, we 
release a new segment 
our parish’s history re-
vealing his remarkable life. 

Sundays in November   Sr. Regina Aman, OSF will 
offer a children’s catechesis on the role of a priest 
in the life of the parish. 

NEW Wall of Pastors 

The framed portraits of all of 
the pastors of our parish since 
1876 will be moved to Bradley 
Centennial Hall and blessed 
during our annual Spaghetti 
Dinner on October 30.

God provided for the 
frontier Catholic 
immigrants in Olean 

Come see the 
historic window 
commemorating the 
50th Anniversary of 
our parish in the 
Diocese of Buffalo 

November 24 was a 
date of annual 
celebration for 
decades at St. Mary’s. 
In 1926, the parish’s 
anniversary included a 
Solemn Mass 
celebrated by Cardinal 
Dougherty; Father 
Nelson Baker 
attended.  In the west 
tower stairwell, the 
parish installed this 
window depicting Fr. 
Hamel as he looked in 
1876, the old church 
building and the 
document assigning 
him to Olean. Fr. 
Hamel served his 
entire adult life in 
ministry here.

This is 

Fr. Hamel’s 
chalice that he 
used daily

over 100 
years ago.

It has been 

RESTORED to 

its original luster. 

Come to Mass 


on Oct. 30 

to see this 

sacred parish 
heirloom which


has been 
transformed.

We remember. We celebrate. 
We believe.

“…a worthy and capable clergyman 
with whom I am sure all good 
Catholics will heartily cooperate. All 
will likewise realize the benefit to be 
derived from a resident Pastor.”

In 1876, after ministering 
26 years to a flourishing 
Olean Catholic Commun-
ity, the Franciscan friars in 
Allegany relinquished the 
care of the Olean mission 
church to diocesan clergy.

The original document appointing Fr. Hamel to Olean 24 November 1876. 
Come see it on display!

Descendants of Fr. Hamel’s family will bring this chalice (restored) 
to the altar during the 11:30 Mass on October 30. 


